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Everyone Else
282 million

Russia
18 million

Pakistan
44 million China

50 million India
71 million

U.S.
393 million

Karp, 2018

Civilian-Owned Guns, Worldwide

46%



Hunting
38 %

Target-Shooting
30 %

Collector
13 %

Job
8 %

Self-Defense
67%

Why Own a Gun?

Parker et al., 2017



• A gun in the house doubles the likelihood that a 
household member will be murdered violently, and 
triples the likelihood of death by suicide. Anglemyer et al., 2014 

• Increase in guns, increase in gun-related casualties; 
decrease in guns, decrease in gun-related casualties Jena 
& Olenski, 2018; Levine & McKnight, 2017 

• Guns are used in self-defense in fewer than 1% of 
reported crimes Hemenway & Solnick, 2015; Planty & Truman, 2013 

• In ‘active shooter’ situations, police recommend that 
people carrying firearms stay holstered Blair, Nichols, Burns, & 
Curnutt, 2013

Guns are Dangerous



10. If you buy a Colt’s rifle or pistol, you feel 
certain that you have one true friend, with six 
hearts in his body, and can always be relied on.



The Coping Model of Protective Gun 
Ownership

Safety 
Concerns

Control 
Concerns

Belonging 
Concerns

The world is dangerous
Institutions and systems 

won’t protect

Protective 
OwnershipButtrick, in press; Perspectives on 

Psychological Science



A Paradigm
osf.io/fm4sq/

Coan, Schaefer, & Davidson, 2006



CAVEAT!
n = 43 

20 non-gun-owning; 23 
gun-owning 

Forces a simpler random 
effects-structure 

Data-cleaning is still 
ongoing…
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Non-Gun Owners Gun Owners

Main Effect of Gun Ownership 
p = .006
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36 non-gun; 54 gun



Non-Gun Owners Gun Owners

Main Effect of Gun Ownership 
p = .034



Non-Gun Owners Gun Owners

Main Effect of Gun Ownership 
p = .043



A Recap

• Participants from gun-owning households felt less 
threatened when holding a gun than when holding a 
metal weight 

• Participants from non-gun-owning households, by 
contrast, felt more threatened when holding a gun 
than when holding a metal weight



Ongoing Projects

Using big-data to link threats to 
fundamental needs with gun sales, and 
tracing the history of the cultural complex 
to the antebellum South 

Examining the lived experience of gun 
ownership, especially the bidirectional 
relationship between vigilance and gun-
carrying behavior

Samantha  
Heintzelman 

Jes Mazen 
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“Since a ‘sense of security’ is inherently a 
psychological trait, it does no good to argue 
that the sense of security afforded by owning 

a gun is ‘just an illusion.’” Wright, 1995, p. 65 


